CMHA & CZHA Return to Hockey FAQs

Q- How will the teams be determined? A) Depending on the registration numbers, we will either break them up between Minor/Major in the same capacity or a tiered league based on skill set. This is a program that will mirror a house/recreation program league with more instruction and competition built into it the program. Our goal is to get our players and members on the ice, in a positive fun learning environment.
Q- What about tryouts? Will there be Representative hockey this year? A) During Stage 3B, there will be no traditional representative hockey leagues and no tryouts. Local associations have the ability to tier players based on skill.
Q- What type of hockey will be played? A) We are currently only allowed to run “non traditional” hockey programs. Our goal will be to get to the structure of 1 practice, 1 development and 1 game and possibly 2 games a week. Provided proper approvals are given and we are in the current stages within our municipality that allows this non traditional style of play.
Q- Can I/my player play in another center? A) Players can register with their center or in the center they were registered with in the 2019/2020 season. Those are the only two options for the 2020/2021 season so far under the new frame work. 
Q- How many players on a team? A) OHF and OMHA has mandated the current team structure is to be a maximum of 10 players. (9-Players and 1-Goalie) Up to five (5) team officials can be rostered to a team, however one coach and one trainer can be on the bench during 3 on 3 or 4 on 4 games in order to maintain physical distancing on the bench. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Q- Do players require medical health questionnaire prior to being allowed on the ice? A) Yes, all players and bench staff will be required to submit a medical screening questionnaire prior to hitting the ice. 
Q- Will there be a Development program this coming season for the U7 age group? Also what about U8? A) No, at this time only players who were registered with the organization last season in 2019/2020 are allowed to register with the CMHA and CZHA organizations.
Q- Will players have to wear a mask? A) Yes, the Durham Public Health requires a mask be worn in all indoor spaces. It is expected players will wear a mask until they go on the ice at which point it will be removed. Hockey Canada, the OHF and the OMHA do not require players to wear a splash guard. 
Q- How many teams will there possibly be at each level? A) There is currently a limit to the number of players in a cohort/bubble which is set at 50 right now. So every cohort/bubble will be comprised of up to 50 players. These cohorts/bubbles of 4 to 5 teams will play each other. The number of 50 refers to players only. Bench staff are not included in this cohort/bubble.
Q- Will there be 5 on 5 hockey? A) Following a minimum two-week development phase for any new programs, modified 3-on-3 or 4-on-4 game play with no physical contact may begin. All game play is within the local Public Health Unit. All game play must be conducted in conjunction with the local PHU and facility protocol and guidelines.
Q- Will there be referees? A) Yes, Game officials are required for all game play.
Q- Are the modified game formats (3-on-3 or 4-on-4) required to be played using modified ice? A) U9 & Below is required to be played using a modified ice format. U10 and above divisions can be played using modified ice or full ice.
Q- What if someone in my cohort/Bubble is diagnosed with COVID-19? A) Please refer to Hockey Canada Return to Hockey Safety Guidelines document.
Q- What if a parent/family member test positive for COVID-19? What protocols do we follow? A) If a parent or family member tests positive for COVID-19, the player and their family will need to stay out of the hockey environment. They should contact their physician and public health authority for instructions. The player will need a note from their physician or public health authority to return to play.
Q- If someone on my child’s team test positive for COVID-19, will the team be allowed to continue to play hockey? A) If someone on your child’s team test positive, public health authority guidelines will determine contact tracing and isolation requirements. It is possible, therefore, that one diagnosis on a team could lead to the team being required to pause hockey activities until the public health authority determines it is safe to return.
Q- Will parents be allowed in the stands to watch games? A) This will be determined by the public health units and facility guidelines. Families should be prepared to minimize the number of parents/guardians/spectators that attend in order to limit the number of people in the facility. 
Q- Can my child apply for a release from their association? A) Players have the option of playing with the team they were rostered to during the 2019/2020 season or returning to their home association.

***It is important we make clear that under Hockey Canada, OHF and Ontario Minor Hockey Association (OMHA) rules, anyone who chooses to register with an unsanctioned league AFTER September 30th, 2020 will NOT be permitted to return to any Hockey Canada sanctioned activities (meaning everyone within the OHF – including all OMHA and GTHL associations) for the duration of the 2020-2021 season including if and when a regular/traditional rep season resumes.***
Q- What is the difference between sanction and unsanctioned league? A) Refer to the OHF Policy on unsanctioned programing. www.ohf.on.ca/media/o2zj5kjr/ohf-unsanctioned-league-policy.pdf

Thank you for your consideration and understanding in these unprecedented times. The game has changed. CMHA & CZHA executives are committed to a safe, fun and competitive return to our sport. 

